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ORIGIN SUPPLEMENT

le wooden-box enti-tank mines ere being produced at the

factory in Matico, on the outskirits of Bilbao, at en average daily rate of
epproximately 1000s {Prior information on this Pactory has been given in
80 2354, distributed on 2 Jenuary 1947.) At night the boxsz sre sent by
military trucks to Vitoriam, where they aro loaded with the explosive charge
in the powder factory of that citye As of 13 Februmry 1947 thers wes a stook=
pile of scme 20,000 hoxes at Matico, for whioch nilitery trucks had beesn
urgertly requested to teke them to Vitoria. [ e director 25X1X
of ths factory, Aifonso Fonseea, was to depart for Temgler on 13 Februarys
The fastory originelly was wanaged by Angel Sasieta, but was teken over by
the wilitery prior &> mid-Desceuber 1946, beceuss of deficient production, end
placsd under ths mansgewsnt of & lisubensnt colonel from the Blue Division
25X1X who had hed exporisnce with the Gormen woodenw<hox mine on the Russisn fronte

2.

25X1X

Angel Sasieta®s shop on Calle Elcano,
Bilbao, is engased exolusively in the meanufacture of the wooden mochenism,

illustrated at the snd of this report, used 4o set off the fuse to dstonate

this type of mines <The production fram this shop ie sent to M d t made
part of ths boxes being menufactured in that citye @
bexes mmmufectured in Madrid, as well as those manufactured in Valenoia, sre

sent to Galdscano to be loaded with explosives 25X1X

The boxes formerly
wore made elmost square, but in mid~February 1947 wore being made with inside
dlmensions of 43 ome x 30 ome x 46 ome The 1id of the box is sliding, and on its
Inside surfece has soveral grooves for sese of oporstione In the intorior are
alanting partitions for the purpose of keoping the explosive charge in plaoce,
and to ensure contach between the trip wechanism end the fusss The exploaive
charge in the mine is reportcd by source to be "trilita", and tests reportedly
have demonstratsd thet pressure from a wolght of 200 kllozrams is eufficient to -
datonate the weapens DBeluw 13 e sketsoh of the brip mechanism, which forms =
plug lnserted In tho uppsr surface of the boxe This mechanism was formerly made
of motal, end the box 1tself was sinc~liped; but the lining has bsen eliminated
end the mechenlsm wede elmost entirely of wood 4o prevent detestion of the mines
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